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Guiding Principles:
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capital, provide growth, and earn income for
grant making
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giving to meet financial goals for a variety of
donors
Identify, improve, and assist in addressing the
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ONWARD! CORE VALUES
We Serve With Visionary Leadership
We strive for collaborative and equitable
relationships to benefit the future of our community.
“Leadership is the art of giving people a platform to
spread ideas that work.” -Seth Godin
We Steward Investments With Integrity
We tend your generous contributions with active
engagement, opportunities for growth, and long-term
considerations.
“Investing isn’t a value system, it’s an investing strategy,
but it works better if you’re fighting for something you
truly believe in.” -Phil Town
We Cultivate A Culture Of Giving and Caring
We make a difference through local philanthropy.
“Philanthropy, like charity, must begin at home; from
this center our sympathies should extend in an everwidening circle.” -Charles Lamb
We Embrace Excellence
We strive for excellence through reliability,
accountability, and professionalism.
“Excellence is never an accident; it is the result of
high intention, sincere effort, intelligent direction,
skillful execution and the vision to see obstacles as
opportunities.” -Aristotle
We Forge Innovative Growth
As catalysts in our community, we work to move
peoples’ passions to actions, while acknowledging
our foundation of diverse histories, cultures, and
experiences.
“Sometimes you have to create a vision, a path for a
vision. It may not be apparent, and you may have to
forge it yourself.” -Herbie Hancock
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Have you spent much time thinking about how you would like to be remembered by family and friends? My mother died
about two years ago, and I wondered how she would be remembered. She had a very basic will. My family followed her
wishes closely. Still, there was something missing.
There are five of us siblings, and we talked and chatted about how we could honor her and what we wanted her
remembered for. We decided that dad should also be included in this conversation, as he passed away in 2015. We decided
to have part of their estate dedicated to the Cortez Public Library Endowment Fund. They were both very supportive of
education and part of their legacy would be to support the library forever.
Consider spending some time thinking about what your legacy will be. Be sure that it is stated clearly in your will or trust.
Share with your family and friends about your wishes.
Onward! A Legacy Foundation is ready to assist you in creating your Legacy.

Respectfully,
Pete Montaño

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Thank you for taking time to read through our 2022 Annual Report for Onward! A Legacy Foundation. It has been
wonderful to see more of our funds become active again as the pandemic has lessened. Groups are performing, dancers are
dancing, and people are attending events again. Schools are in session and we continue to run the 21st Century Learning
Programs at Montezuma-Cortez High School and Middle School, Southwest Open High School, and the Mancos Schools.
Thank you to all our teachers who work hard before and after school to implement this program and give our kids a great
experience.
During the last year, Onward! continued to administer an active scholarship program (20 different scholarships available)
awarding just under $70,000 to very deserving students. We were able to distribute and help facilitate grants to local nonprofits totaling over $333,000! This always such a rewarding part of the role of Onward!.
The theme of this report has circled back to our original logo – “What is Your Legacy?” I have the privilege of meeting with
families every week to chat about what their legacies might be and how Onward! can be an instrument to carry out those
estate wishes. We have a very generous community and giving back to it is very important to many. Thank you for trusting
Onward! to value and implement those wishes.
I know that at Onward!, we cultivate a culture of giving and caring because, together, we know we can elevate our
communities and people and make a difference!

Sincerely,
Chuck Forth
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DONOR ADVISED LEGACIES

WE CONNECT PEOPLE WHO CARE WITH CAUSES THAT MATTER
2021 GRANT AWARDEES
Yellow Jacket Charitable Fund: supported Community Radio Project (KSJD Radio), Four Corners Child
Advocacy Center, Hospice of Montezuma, Montezuma Orchard Restoration Project, and Renew, Inc.
Heartwood Fund: supported Dolores Watershed Resilient Forest Collaborative, Dove’s Nest, Four Corners
Community Band, Galloping Goose Historical Society, K-9 Search and Rescue Team, Lewis-Arriola Community
Center, Montezuma County Search and Rescue Team, ROCK: Reaching Out to Community and Kids,
SouthWest Colorado Concerts, and STUD: Students Tackling Unhealthy Decisions.
Searle Community Endowment Fund: supported Community Radio Project (KSJD Radio), Durango Cowboy
Poetry Gathering, Imagination Library, and Montezuma County Historical Society.
Golden Dreams Foundation Fund: supported Bridge Emergency Shelter, Community Radio Project (KSJD),
Four Corners Child Advocacy Center and Renew, Inc.
Heart of Axis Employee Giving Fund: supported 4 The Children, Housing Solutions for the Southwest, Players
Philanthrophy Fund (Oak Tree Resources), Renew, Inc., and Resilient Colorado.

Onward! in our Community

DURING THE LAST YEAR, ONWARD! AND ITS FUND PARTNERS AWARDED OVER $300,000
IN GRANTS THROUGHOUT THE FOUR CORNERS’ COMMUNITIES.

THE DECEMBER 2021 GENERAL ENDOWMENT ENHANCEMENT GRANT RECIPIENTS INCLUDE:
• Collaborative Management Program
• Community Connections, Inc.
• Cortez Library District
• D.A.R.E. To Be You Program
• Mancos Library District
• Mancos Trails Group
• Montezuma Food Coalition (The Sharehouse)
• Southwest Colorado Canyons Alliance
www.onwardfoundation.org
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SCHOLARSHIPS IN OUR COMMUNITY

Academic scholarship money was given to 34 local students at the high schools in the four corners area.
This scholarship money helps these students in their post-secondary academic pursuits at many of the
higher educational institutions listed above.

Montezuma-Cortez High School
Casen Allmon
Kylie Breitenbach
Gabriel Frizzell
Devan Frost

Dolores High School
Erin Brown

Kale Hall
Destiny John
Dakota Kantner
Salem Knuckles

Hayden Leggett
Nicholas Martin
Croix Peed
Dimery Plewe

Allie Kibel

Kamri Willbanks

Nanabah Sam
Joseph Tevault
Siren Utecht
Avery Wright

Dove Creek High School
Eric Daves

Mancos High School
Aspen Bumgarner
Andres Moreno
Rhiley Morgan

Joshua Most
Trinity Samora
Evan Sehnert

Pagosa Springs High School
Gabriela Gallegos

Nolan Kay

Hailey Veach
Makayla Wayman
Adam Yoder
Rachel Smith

Goal Academy

Jolie Brisbane
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AGENCY FUNDS

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS

THE HEART TO HEART FUND
Established: June 2007

THE SALVATION ARMY FUND AT ONWARD!
Established: December 2006
Purpose: Established anonymously by two families
to provide monthly gifts to the local chapter of the
Salvation Army for family services.

THE AXIS HEALTH SYSTEM FUND
Established: June 2009
THE SOUTHWEST MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
FOUNDATION FUND
Established: December 2013

THE GOLDEN DREAMS FOUNDATION FUND
Established: January 2010
Purpose: Created through an inheritance gift from a
local family. The fund provides grants to non-profit
organizations, including a generous multi-year grant
to local nonprofits.

CORTEZ FRIENDS OF D.A.R.E.
Established: July 2016
FOUR CORNERS CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER FUND
Established May 2018

THE YELLOW JACKET CHARITABLE FUND
Established October 2017
Purpose: Created by a local Yellow Jacket family to
help enhance the Onward! Grant Cycle and support
non-profits in Montezuma County.

GALLOPING GOOSE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Established January 2019
MONTEZUMA HERITAGE MUSEUM
Established December 2020

THE HEARTWOOD FUND
Established November 2017
Purpose: Established by a family in Montezuma
County to support non-profits in the Four Corners
area.

THE BRIDGE EMERGENCY SHELTER FUND
Established November 2021

CHRISTA CUSHMAN - CORTEZ ANIMAL SHELTER
Established May 2018
Purpose: Created with a generous donation in the
memory of Christa Cushman to support the Cortez
Animal Shelter.

What is an agency fund?

Agency funds are created by non-profit 501(c)(3)
organizations with Onward! for managing longterm funds.

SEEDING KSJD’S FUTURE FUND
Established May 2019
Purpose: Established through a local donor to create
a fund that looks towards helping KJSD as they grown
in the future especially towards capital investments
and expenditures.

These funds give organizations the opportunity
to save dollars in a professionally managed fund
that can generate investment income, year after
year, but also remains fully accessible with a
vote of the nonprofit’s board. A portion of the
earned income can be drawn down in set annual
payments or reinvested in the fund to grow over
time, according to the organization’s needs. It’s
a flexible, simple way for nonprofits to build
funds for a project or future operational needs.
Agencies can also choose to create an endowed
fund to maintain a principal balance for the
future.

What is a Donor Advised fund?

“People coming
together as a
community can make
things happen.”

-Jacob Rees-Mogg

www.onwardfoundation.org
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Donor-Advised funds allow donors the most flexibility to achieve their charitable purposes and are
a simple alternative to a Family Foundation.
Create a donor advised fund with Onward! A
Legacy Foundation’s help to navigate the process.
With six easy steps, your legacy can make a mark
in our community.
1. Make a gift of cash, securities, real estate or
other assets to Onward!
2. Onward! creates a special fund in your
name, or the name you select
3. You receive a tax benefit in the year your
gift is made
4. You recommend uses for the fund
5. Onward! ensures that recipients of the fund
are IRS-recognized nonprofits in good standing
6. Onward! handles the administrative details
and pays grants to charities in the name of
your fund
These funds are designed for donors to be actively
involved in directing how the funds are used.

LOR FOUNDATION: SUPPORTING CORTEZ’S
COMMITMENT TO IMPROVE LIVABILITY

			
Just over a year ago, the LOR Foundation joined the Cortez community and began working with locals to support
community projects that help improve quality of life. Today, reminders of that support are evident everywhere: at the
newly established south side community gardens, the starting blocks at the Cortez Outdoor Pool, the renovated LewisArriola Community Center, the bike mechanic shop at Southwest Open School, the HVAC improvements to the Disabled
American Veterans building, the new radios in RE-1 school buses and the Community Intervention Program, the wildlife
fencing at Fozzie’s Farm, and so much more.
Established in 2007, LOR works with communities in rural places throughout
the Mountain West (Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, and New Mexico)
to help improve livability. The foundation joined the Cortez community in
the summer of 2020.
“We are excited to work with Cortez, which has already shown so much
willingness to roll up its sleeves to meet the challenges and opportunities
here in the West,” says LOR executive director Gary Wilmot. “We’re thrilled
to help build on that spirit and support improving quality of life in this
unique community. And organizations like Onward play such a vital role in
that community work as a fiscal sponsor for so many important charitable
projects and programs in Cortez. The LOR Foundation has been excited to
help with many of them.”
Quality of life means different things in different communities—and to different people. That’s why LOR hired longtime
Cortez local Nicci Crowley to listen to residents, understand community priorities, and connect them to funding and
resources to launch solutions. That’s translated to LOR supporting more than 60 community projects over the past year
and half. Those projects addressed issues related to everything from education, to healthcare to the local economy, and
they’ve been brought forward by individuals as well as community groups.

Cortez residents will see the delicious results of one project—boxed apple juice
produced by the Montezuma Orchard Restoration Project—soon. Montezuma
County’s heritage apple orchards produce millions of pounds of fruit each year,
but nearly 128,000 pounds of fruit are wasted because it doesn’t meet today’s
precise retail standards, reducing not only profits for the farmers but also the
viability of this important economic sector. A recent study by the Montezuma
Orchard Restoration Project (MORP), though, found that the unusable fruit
could be pressed into juice, resulting in as much as $140,000 in profit. To
launch this project, MORP acquired a mobile juicer, a facility, juice boxes and
other specialty equipment. This fall and winter, the program will be able to sell more than 7,000 boxes of juice, and the
revenue from the sale of the juices will be used to support the program in subsequent years.
Another example? This spring, a group of local residents who wanted to show support for educators after a tumultuous
2021-22 school year brought forward the idea for a teacher appreciation lunch for all RE-1 staff. In May, more than 100
teachers joined the lunch at the Cortez Culture Center, which included a meal, public acknowledgement of appreciation,
music, and raffle prizes.
And getting underway soon is a particularly touching project initiated by a Cortez resident who is helping the unhoused
show off their artistic talents. The No Fixed Abode project will supply Cortez locals without permanent housing with the art
supplies they need to create works for a gallery show at the Turquoise Raven Gallery. Funds from the sale of the works will
be distributed back to the artists who created them.
“It has been so inspiring to see all of the ideas the Cortez community has brought forward over the
past year and half,” Crowley says. “It’s a wonderful reminder of what an incredible community we
have and how fortunate I feel to live here.”
Scan to QR code to see all LOR projects in Cortez
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ENDOWMENT FUNDS

SPECIFIC INTEREST FUNDS

THE CORTEZ PUBLIC LIBRARY
ENDOWMENT FUND
Established: November 2002
Purpose: Provides permanent support for specific
library needs, and children’s programs, and annual
subscription costs through private donations.

ONWARD! GENERAL FUND
Established: April 2002
Purpose: Used for the operations of the foundation. It
is unrestricted and the income is generated from the
annual 1% management fee assessed on the invested
funds and management fees of fiscal fund sponsorship.

THE SEARLE COMMUNITY ENDOWMENT FUND
Established: October 2003
Purpose: Originally established by Citizens State
Bank in honor of their past president, Charles Searle.
The fund now awards annual grants to programs or
organizations benefiting the region as a whole.

THE DOLORES LIBRARY DISTRICT FUND IN
MEMORY OF CLIFFORD C. FOSSUM
Established: July 2004
Purpose: Supports specific library needs and programs
at the Dolores Public Library. The fund was established
in memory of Clifford C. Fossum, a local citizen who was
an avid supporter of the Dolores Public Library.

GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND OF ONWARD!
Established: September 2009
Purpose: Provides permanent funds for grants and the
general operation of the foundation. The yearly grant
cycle runs from September 1st to October 15th with
numerous grants awarded throughout the community
in November.

MONTEZUMA COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
EMPLOYEE FUND
Established: November 2007
Purpose: Assists the sheriff’s office employees in the
event of a tragedy or major medical situation. The fund
is funded by private donations.

KSJD ENDOWMENT FUND
Established: October 2016
Purpose: Supports bringing news, arts, and
entertainment programs to KSJD and the Sunflower
Theatre.

THE FRIENDS OF THE CORTEZ LIBRARY FUND
Established: January 2008
Purpose: Provides additional earnings to the Friends
group which in turn provides support to the Cortez
Public Library.

WHAT IS AN ENDOWMENT FUND?

THE UTE MOUNTAIN ROUNDUP RESERVE FUND
Established: August 2009
Purpose: Creates a reserve fund for future capital
improvements at the Montezuma County Fairgrounds.

Endowment funds manage assets in perpetuity and
distribute the earnings annually to the beneficiary
non-profit or scholarship.
The principal amount of gifts and bequests that
are accepted are subject to a requirement that
the principal be maintained intact and invested to
create a source of income for a specific purpose.
Endowment funds managed by Onward! earn
market rates of return.

WHAT IS A SPECIFIC
INTEREST FUND?

Specific interest funds can resemble other funds
with Onward!. A specific interested fund can be
set up by a donor to support his/her favorite
non-profit organization over time. While a donor
advised fund gives flexibility as to the recipient
year to year, specific interest funds are designated
to carry out the donor’s specific wish annually.
Specific interest funds can also bring together a
group of people to support a charitable interest
in our community without creating a new 501(c)
(3). Examples of this include the Ute Mountain
Roundup Reserve Fund, and the various friends of
the library funds.
www.onwardfoundation.org

THE MANCOS LIBRARY FOUNDATION FUND
Established: June 2012
Purpose: Support specific needs and programs at
the Mancos Public Library and was created by library
patrons.
COX FAMILY CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUST
Established May 2018
Purpose: Onward! manages this trust for the
beneficiaries.
AXIS EMPLOYEE GIVING FUND
Established February 2019
Purpose: Establishes charitable giving from the
employees of Axis Health System via employee
committee review during the Onward! grant cycle.
IMAGINATION LIBRARY DOLORES COUNTY
Established June 2021
Purpose: Book gifting program that mails free books
to children from their birth to their 5th birthday.
Applications are available at the Dove Creek & Rico
Libraries.
IMAGINATION LIBRARY MONTEZUMA COUNTY
Established June 2021
Purpose: Book gifting program that mails free books
to children from their birth to their 5th birthday.
Applications are available at local libraries and the
Montezuma County Public Health Dept.
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MONTEZUMA LEADERSHIP NETWORK
The Initial Conversation
In May 2022 a small group of community leaders met to discuss the availability of leadership development/training
opportunities accesible to the public and private sectors in our community.
This was a listening session in which the group was asked four questions:
• Have you personally and/or professionally experienced “gap spaces” in leadership training opportunities in this
county?
• How have you found the training you need in order to effectively lead your organization/business/team?
• If you had a magic wand how would you approach this issue?
• How can sustainability and succession planning be embedded into any new initiative like this?
The Discussion
The answers to the four questions presented in the meeting were enlightening. Everyone agreed Montezuma
County needs more local training options and resources. They overwhelmingly expressed a desire to resurrect
Leadership Montezuma and there was a rich conversation around “networking,” resource sharing, and leadership
training for both the private and public sectors. There was also the important discussion of “who needs to be at the
table.” Lastly, the group massaged the idea of creating an initiative to address these needs.
The Action

Welcome to the new Montezuma Leadership Network

As a result of this conversation a new initiative, The Montezuma Leadership
Network (MLN), has been created. The vision of MLN is for Montezuma County
to be rich in quality local leaders and leadership development.
Three programmatic “pillars” have been identified for the MLN:
• Leadership Montezuma;
• Peer leadership networking and resource database;
• Enhancing and continuing leadership training and
education.
MLN Community Conversation
On July 27th, the newly developed steering committee hosted a “community conversation” welcoming all those
interested in leadership development opportunities to attend. This event had over 50 attendees who were eager to
learn about the new leadership development coordinating entity. Participants were broken out into three groups–one
for each of the programmatic areas–where they expanded on the questions from the earlier listening session and were
invited to contribute to pillar advisory committees in the future.
Next Steps
The MLN Steering Committee has worked hard to establish the pillar advisory
committees, all of which are already taking action. The Continuing Education committee is scheduling affordable trainings. The Leadership Montezuma Committee is
strategizing on restarting Leadership Montezuma cohorts in 2023. The Peer Leader
Networking committee has engaged members of the community on recommending opportunities for networking and is planning great events going into the New
Year! All of these great offerings will be posted to the MLN facebook page (“Montezuma Leadership Network”) and shared out to the MLN email list. To be added
to the email list, please send an email to mlndeputydirector@gmail.com with the
subject line “MLN Email List.”
The MLN Steering Committee continues to work on developing the MLN entity,
incorporating information from the listening session, community conversation, and
from outreach to the local nonprofit, private, and government entities.

Stay tuned for all of the great opportunities in store for 2023!
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FISCAL FUNDS

SCHOOL COMMUNITY YOUTH COLLABORATIVE
Established: December 2010
Purpose: SCYC creates opportunities for youth to
build healthy relationships and to engage in their
communities through service learning.

GOOD FOOD COLLECTIVE
Established: April 2019
Purpose: The Good Food Collective exists to
strengthen the regional food system in La Plata &
Montezuma counties by capturing excess fresh, local
food from backyard gardens, area fruit trees and
farms and using it to create jobs, feed people, spark
our economy, and build community!

STUDENTS TACKLING UNHEALTHY DECISIONS
Established: December 2010
Purpose: STUD is made up of student leaders
MOUNTAIN LOGIC
conversing within their communities in Montezuma & Established: August 2019
Dolores counties to precent substance abuse.
Purpose: It is part of Mountain Logic’s mission to
create a diverse community of people sharing a
CORTEZ PANTHERS FOOTBALL FUND
common interest in the positive development of
Established: June 2012
children that is accessible to those of all socioPurpose: This fund provides support and
economic backgrounds.
supplemental funds for the Cortez Panthers Football
teams (2nd-6th grade football teams for Cortez-area FOUR CORNERS DANCE SOCIETY
youth).
Established: August 2019
Purpose: The Society is a group of dance enthusiasts
SOUTHWEST COLORADO CANYONS ALLIANCE
who work to insure the longevity of access to
Established: January 2013
ballroom, Latin, swing, and other dance opportunities.
Purpose: SCCA supports the missions of Canyons of
the Ancients National Monument, Visitor Center, and CONSTRUYENDO
Museum through financial and volunteer resources.
Established: September 2019
SCCA’s mission focuses on the preservation,
Purpose: CPR/Construyendo Poder Retreats was
education, and research of these irreplaceable cultural founded in 2018 to meet a need for trauma support
and natural landscapes.
for families within the Immigrant community. CPR
combined efforts with Herb Hut Free Clinic, a mobile
MONTEZUMA LEADERSHIP NETWORK
alternative clinic for underserved people in La Plata
Established: June 2015
County. They joined ideas into an organization that
Purpose: The mission is to identify, enlighten, and
today they call Construyendo.
encourage emerging leaders of diverse backgrounds,
occupations, and cultures for the purpose of
CULTIVATING SACRED
enhancing the quality of leadership in the community. Established October 2019
Purpose: The mission is to help heal the women of
DOLORES PLAYGROUND GROUP
today to support the women of our future through
Established: December 2017
ensuring women who are leaving violent situations are
Purpose: This group will raise funds to supplement
able to support themselves and families.
the Town of Dolores with needs to enhance the
playgrounds and further encourage children’s
SAN JUAN MOUNTAIN SOLES
cognitive development while giving them a safe place Established November 2019
to play.
San Juan Mountain SOLES inspires young women to
lead healthy, fulfilling lives rooted in big mountains,
MONTEZUMA ORCHARD RESTORATION PROJECT confident leadership and community engagement.
Established: June 2018
Purpose: MORP is working to preserve Colorado’s
D’VOCE COMMUNITY CHOIR
fruit- growing heritage and restore an orchard culture Established November 2019
and economy to the southwestern region.
Purpose: D’Voce Community Choir began in 2019
with the vision of bringing Christ-centered music to
FRIENDS OF RECREATION
Montezuma County.
Established March 2019
Purpose: Dedicated to raising funds for a healthy
DARE TO BE YOU
community. Funds raised through the annual
Established January 2020
Pickleball Tournament provide scholarships, covering Purpose: An evidence-based model program to build
memberships fees to The City of Cortez Recreation
strengths in youth by working with them through
Center.
family, school, and community organizations to
reduce problem behaviors such as substance abuse,
school dropout and other risky behaviors.

www.onwardfoundation.org
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HOMEGROWN TALENT INITIATIVE - CORTEZ
Established March 2022
Purpose: The work involves building structures,
strategies, and programs within the school that allow
students more opportunities to discover their true
path to post-secondary success.

DOLORES YOUTH BASEBALL
Established February 2020
Purpose: The goal for Dolores Youth Baseball is to
bring baseball back to the Dolores community for
the children who attend the Dolores School District
in order to learn and grown while playing baseball
together.

CORTEZ FARMERS MARKET
Established March 2022
Purpose: We are a group of independent producers
who want to support the local community with
locally grown produce, dry beans, eggs, local meats,
fresh flowers, local honey, homemade goods, and
specialty vendors selling prepared foods, and
beverages.

360 ARTS MOSAIC
Established March 2020
Purpose: The mission for 360 Arts Mosaic is to bring
together community in celebration of the creative arts
through performance, education and mentoring.
OHANA KULEANA COMMUNITY GARDEN
Established May 2020
Purpose: Located in Durango, the Ohana Kuleana
Community Garden envisions healthy, abundant living
through promoting organic growing to enhance
sustainability for everyone.

OLDER & WISER PROJECT
Established August 2022
Purpose: A Public Safety Campaign with the Mission
to increase the use of Public and Non-Profit Transit
Services in Colorado by Adults 65 and Older.

FRIENDS OF THE BAND SHELL
Established May 2020
Purpose: The mission of the Friends of the Band Shell
is to build a full sized band shell in Cortez’s Centennial
Park as a venue for summer concerts featuring local
talent open to the public.

DURANGO WILD SOUL
Established August 2022
Purpose: To create a place that fosters children’s
ability to stay connected to the divine spark within
while rooting deeply into the earth, nature and
community.

FOUR CORNERS SLOW MONEY
Established August 2020
Purpose: Through micro and small loans, Four Corners
Slow Money’s goal is to build a robust local food
economy by giving community farmers, growers and
local food enterprises a leg up in the Four Corners
region.

CORTEZ BMX
Established September 2022
Purpose: As a USA BMX sanctioned track Cortez BMX
strives to provide a safe, fun, and competitive racing
enviornment. Promote sportsmanship, leadership,
and hard work through a racing atmosphere that
values encouragement, accomplishment, and
physical activity.

DOLORES WATERSHED RESILIENT FOREST
COLLABORATIVE (DWRF)
Established September 2020
Purpose: Dolores Watershed Resilient Forest
Collaborative (DWRF) promotes forest, community,
and watershed resilience through collaboration with
local partners.

WHAT IS A FISCAL FUND?

To further assist the non-profit community,
Onward! supports numerous groups and
initiatives by being their Fiscal Sponsor. This fiscal
sponsorship is an agreement between Onward!
and the group/initiative/project which is providing
or meeting a community need and requires nonprofit recognition. Once the group is sponsored by
Onward!, they are provided the benefits of a 501(c)
(3) tax-exempt status and all their financial activity
is recorded on the Onward! books.

20MOONS DANCE THEATRE
Established December 2020
Purpose: Helping bring community voices into action,
art, expression and transformation.
STRANDED MOTORISTS
Established March 2021
Purpose: Establish relationships with quality repair
facilities throughout Colorado and work with them to
cover the cost of repairs for people who need it most.

From its creation in 2002 to the
present, Onward! has grown from
managing $78,000 in assets in one
fund to managing over $5 million in
assets in 88 different funds.

LOR FOUNDATION FISCAL FUND
Established June 2021
Purpose: Provide individuals a source for grant funds
to use towards charitable and educational pursuits
within Cortez.

11

www.onwardfoundation.org

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS
Academic Scholarships:
BILL AND PEG REES
SCHOLARSHIP
Established: April 2002
Purpose: Awards renewable
scholarships for goal-oriented
students from Montezuma and
Dolores counties in post-secondary
education programs.
SHAUN M. MCANDREW
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Established: May 2005
Purpose: This fund was established
in memory of Shaun McAndrew to
support a Montezuma-Cortez High
School athlete-scholar for postsecondary education.
KNIGHTS MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP
Established: December 2006
Purpose: The Knights of Columbus
established a memorial scholarship
fund to provide a scholarship for
post-secondary education.
MANCOS CENTENNIAL
SCHOLARSHIP
Established: January 2010
Purpose: This scholarship
commemorates the 100th
anniversary of the Mancos School
District by awarding annual
scholarships to students from
Mancos High School for postsecondary education.
LEONARD CAIN MEDICAL
SCHOLARSHIP
Established: December 2010
Purpose: Provide annual postsecondary scholarships in a medical
field of study to students of
Montezuma or Dolores County.
CONE FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP
Established: March 2012
Purpose: This fund provides two
scholarships for Montezuma
County Seniors: the Henry
Scholarship & the Bill Scholarship.
M-CHS ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP
Established: March 2012
Purpose: Alumni created this fund
for scholarships for post-secondary
education for M-CHS graduates.
VIC AND ETHEL POMA PAGOSA
SPRINGS SCHOLARSHIP
Established: December 2013
Purpose: The Poma family created
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this scholarship fund for graduates
of Pagosa Springs High School for
both trade school and four-year
institutions.
WOODS CANYON SCHOLARSHIP
Established: June 2014
Purpose: Awards post-secondary
scholarships to employees’
dependents of Woods Canyon
Archaeological Consultants.
HOOVER ENDOWED MEDICAL
SCHOLARSHIP
Established: December 2017
Purpose: Awards post-secondary
scholarships to high school
graduates from Dolores and
Montezuma counties for postsecondary study in the medical
field.
ROLAND R. SCHNEIDER
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Established: July 2018
Purpose: This scholarship was
created to benefit M-CHS
graduates as they further their
education with either a two-year
associates degree or a four-year
bachelor’s degree.
TRI-CITY SOCCER ASSOCIATION
ACADEMIC COLLEGE
SCHOLARSHIP
Established: August 2018
Purpose: This scholarship was
established by the local youth
soccer organization to support
M-CHS Varsity Soccer athletes
as they pursue post-secondary
education.
LARRY LARSEN ENDOWED
SCHOLARSHIP
Established September 2018
Purpose: Renewable scholarships
for goal-oriented students from
Montezuma and Dolores counties
in post-secondary education
programs. This scholarship in
memory of long time Cortez
resident, Larry Larsen.
MICHELLE YVONNE TAYLOR
SCHOLARSHIP IN EDUCATION
Established November 2018
Purpose: Awards scholarship for
M-CHS seniors pursing postsecondary study in the field of
education in memory of former
teacher Michelle Taylor.
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WILL LINDSAY MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP
Established May 2019
Purpose: Established in honor of
Sergeant 1st Class Will Lindsay who
passed away in the line of duty. The
funds from this scholarship will be
used to assist others in the added
expenses of joining the armed
forces out of M-CHS.
HEARTWOOD SCHOLARSHIP
Established: March 2020
Purpose: Awards post-secondary
scholarships to employees’ children
and grandchildren of Muscanell
Millworks.
EDDIE MARSHALL MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP
Established: August 2021
Purpose: Provide higher education
opportunities for students pursing
a degree in Speech and Language
Pathology or Special Education.
ALLEN LICHLITER MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP
Established: January 2022
Purpose: Annual scholarship
for graduates desiring higher
education at college, vocational,
technical or art school.
JOE STEVENSON MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP
Established: April 2022
Purpose: Awards scholarships
for graduates seeking higher
education.

General Scholarships:

THE ESCALANTE CHILDREN’S
FOUNDATION FUND
Established: February 2011
Purpose: Established by the
Escalante Shrine Club to provide
travel assistance for families
traveling to Shriners Medical
Facilities.
FRIENDS OF RECREATION
Established March 2019
Purpose: Dedicated to raising funds
for a healthy community. Funds
raised through the annual Pickleball
Tournament provide scholarships,
covering memberships fees to The
City of Cortez Recreation Center.

Montezuma Orchard Restoration Project
Juicing Facility

Montezuma Orchard Restoration Project has reached
another milestone to rebuild the local infrastructure
needed to harvest, store, and turn SW heritage apples into
juice providing economic benefit to the region’s farmers.
Enthusiasm and generosity from supporters like you made it
possible for MORP to raise the grant funds needed to construct a facility at its Orchard
Hub property to serve as critical storage and processing infrastructure necessary to
harvest and use local fruit. A celebratory ribbon cutting was held during this year’s
2022 Orchard Social to recognize this milestone!

A Hub of Activity

Thank you to everyone who came out to the 2022 Orchard Social to celebrate keeping
Colorado “orchard country.” Although our first social was held back in 2008, everything
felt new this year, taking place at the Orchard Hub for the very first time. We are
grateful to have a home base to gather with you to grow the region’s orchard culture
and economy. Now that the festivities are temporarily over, we are busy turning the
abundance of apples into juice for you to enjoy. Thank you to the cider makers, farmers,
businesses, and other local enterprises for making this possible.
MORP’s 36 acre, historic property made it possible to reach yet another major
achievement this season. It took over twenty years of finding trees, taking cuttings,
grafting, growing, and sometimes just holding on, but over the period of two very
hot days this summer, we were able to plant the first six acres of an 18 acre cultivar
preservation orchard out at the Orchard Hub. Big thanks to our remarkable volunteers,
and to the AmeriCorps NCCC and Southwest Youth Conservation crews that did so
much to build fence, install drip irrigation, and plant nearly 400 trees! The orchard
will serve, not only to preserve our orchard heritage, but to also demonstrate water
conservation in orchards as we revitalize our local fruit economy.
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Montezuma Heritage Museum
The Montezuma County Historical Society and its
Montezuma Heritage Museum work to educate,
enrich and inspire our residents and our visitors
through the preservation, presentation and
interpretation of the county’s rich and diverse history.
And what a huge advancement to that mission the
MONTEZUMA HERITAGE MUSEUM IS! It is a cultural,
educational and economic resource that everyone can
enjoy and benefit from.
The Museum officially opened on October 22 with a
ceremony attended by more than 225 people. There
were refreshments available thanks to generous
donations from Kathy Tarr and Montezuma Orchard
Restoration Project. The grand opening event was
emceed by Montezuma Historical Society Board Chair
Ann W. Brown with entertainment was provided by
The Herraras and Norman Lopez.
Just imagine the stories that unfold when viewing professionally designed exhibits and films, when hearing oral histories from
past residents, when attending history programs and events.
These stories will be as varied as the people who came here
- from Spanish and European explorers, to Native Americans,
hunters, trappers, miners, loggers, railroad visionaries, ranchers,
outlaws, cowboys, lawmen, farmers, sheep herders, orchardists,
pinto bean growers, water engineers, early archaeologists,
educators, doctors, business and church leaders.
The Montezuma Heritage Museum will be open beginning November 2nd to the end of the
year, Wednesday – Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. There will be no charge for admission until all
programs and exhibits are completed.
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Financial overview

Statements of Financial Position
12/31/2021

Assets
Cash
Current assets
Fixed assets, net
Investments
Total assets

Statements of Activities

9/30/2022

$

793,515
167,619
783,109
3,772,941
$ 5,517,184

$922,234
140,979
1,036,717
2,974,578
$5,074,508

Liabilities
Current liabilities
Agency funds
Total liabilities

$203,522
572,405
775,927

$17,128
480,367
497,495

Net assets

4,741,257

4,577,013

$5,517,184

$5,074,508

Total liabilities and net assets

Year End
12/31/2021

Support and revenue
Contributions
Fundraising
Grants
Investment earnings (loss)
Management fees
Program fees
Total support and revenue
Expenditures
Fundraising
Grants
Payroll
Programs/Scholarships
Support services
Total expenditures
Increase in net assets

Nine Months Ended

9/30/2022

$490,739
57,058
1,656,370
464,012
123,716
194,832
2,986,727

$172,828
41,146
1,806,965
(743,599)
105,306
98,935
1,481,581

8,214
234,857
936,214
420,969
184,056
1,784,310

6,308
144,211
907,652
386,797
200,857
1,645,825

$1,202,417

$(164,244)

Year-End Total Assets Since Inception
$6,000,000

5,074,508

$5,000,000
3,364,900

$4,000,000
2,285,000

$3,000,000

$-

2,569,000

1,770,000

$2,000,000
$1,000,000

4,255,000

300,000 578,000 581,000 730,000

2004

2006

2008

Fund Types

2010

2012

Fiscal Funds
20%

Agency
Funds
11%

DonorAdvised
Funds
20%
**Audited financial report available upon request from the
Onward! A Legacy Foundation office or found online.**

2014
Specific
Interest
Funds
13%

2016

2018

2020 9/30/2022

Endowment
Funds
12%

Scholarship
Funds
24%
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Onward! A Legacy Foundation
P.O. Box 26
33 N. Chestnut
Cortez, CO 81321

Is a community foundation fund right for you?

Onward! A Legacy Foundation offers the opportunity for all individuals and groups to generate income for
their important causes. Partner with Onward! to:
Simplify philanthropic giving
Avoid the expense and complexity of creating a private foundation or separate nonprofit organization
Pool assets for higher yields and lower administrative costs
Utilize a dedicated volunteer board of directors who assures that its investment
strategies are prudent and operates in an effective and efficient manner
Employ the insights of the highly experienced professionals on our financial advisory
committee to monitor your investments
Support your favorite cause in a variety of ways: through a gift in your will, gift of cash,
donation of stock, gift of insurance, or donations of land or other property

What’s Your Legacy?

